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J)e /-hr >7 
Bear Hr. Trasho, 

iate one of the nights of your ap.earaiice before the ^usc- Ifewtuaeriosa COEcdttee 
i answered a knock at my Arlington, Ya. , home and found Brytryk there with a man with 
whom i- nad irforkeo as a , ^^ate^jLnves , tii^tor» Charles Kramer. Kramer came right to the point 
wi»n I incited then in.: you,, wanted help against the ooJoaittes. 

I could and dia supply at, whatever they wanted of literally thousands of hours of 
research for what would have seen the first book exposing the iiaAneriesns, including what 
needed iOr sy own pro tectfon, x have never seen any of this precious iteteri&l since, 
never heard, frost Kroner or Bnytryk, and the book was no longer possible. If I recall 
. tos&r&'s subsequent his tory_ correctly, 1 preisuac* this is all new to you. He finked, 
lour group did not fight as i urged, and the rest is history. 

You could, have won. I had a tougher fight and did. They passed a law still on the 
books to get no and an associate now dead, emvoked a special gra ad jury to iadietz no, 
bald up^ the appointment of the U.S. Attorney for tlie district of Columbia to insure indict- 
2 ent. Although still a brash laid, I took the ^and jury assay from the prosecution and did 
what I think ites not since been duplicated, forced the indictment of a ccaaittee agent. lies 
was forced to cop a plea for bin. 

■hike you, before this I w&3 what os aae to be called a preraature anti-fascist. I learned 
very young - before I was old enough to cast ray first vote - that the weak survive the 
powerful only by never defending, by attacking. I never defended myself against hies. I kept 
attacking^oisi, ^ The comaittoe has never dared print r& testimony. In order to fight the 
only way I could avoid suffering your f be I had to fig ht ny associate, a nan old enough 
to lie my - other, an experienced and competent lobbying, without conprosi sing hi « coeinections 
with the trade— !.tnion novasaat; our Bstabloshaentardan lawyer; the wily prosecutor, who 
kept -leaking to lay friend and lawyer what I was doing in about a week of grilling by the 
prosecutor and the overtly^ reactionary aesbers of the grand jury; and the powerful forces 
of whon Dies was but one. In the end, this prosecutor, later chief war-criaes prosecut or , 
had so ranch respect for ue that he gave rse copies of those graoi-jury minutes against no 
£y others, inducting Dies, that I night in the future need* 

So, I xntroauoe myself by telling you what isight indicate tiaat you suffered ciore- tfen 
you nsec have. 1 th ink you did. I think you could have won. 

The cost of that night to esc was catch more than the loss of the enormous effort that 
wait into the research for the book. I soon lost ny job. 1 was then news and special-events 
director of a radio station owned by a friend who was much in my debt. He had been editor 
of ^a ^agasine for which, prior to fear! harbor, I had been Washington correspondent. He Vned 
nan the courage to print the definitive investigations I did on Kasi cartels r.r. ’ related 
espionage. (Seme was so hoi that nobody would touch it.) When he was fired for it - big 
corporations always had this kind of influence and I hurt many of them - I got Mm a good 
job in Washington. Baring World War II, when I wound up in OSS, I was assigned to him there, 
(had my last assignment before medical discharge anti rehiring as a civilian consultant, was 
cribbed a m appeared as the movie OSS, in which Cagney starred.) 

Prior to Bxytryk's visit I had survived Dies and atollSlIs inside the; State tooartEseat 
to which a had been transferred on the splitting of OSS, the other part beconing CIA. You 
may resaaber^that incident, to wse the first of toe major "security” cases, in which 10 
peopie were fared xor no given, reason. All but two of us were Jews. One was married to a 
v ew and. the other vsas a case of mistaken identity. Ail were over-educated intellectuals 
WHO W.ediately aha looked for ways to run. I drew a majority sagstote together, arranged 
xree counsel (the late *hkra an Arnold and Abe Fortas) and by fighting the right way, again 
wen. *hen I coula be employable after this history yet lost employment with a friend after 
trying to help you ana your fellow victims, it so ned obvious that I could no longer exist 
employed by others. tods brought about a major change in ray life that I think could make a 
goon took ana a movie, a combination of The %g and I and Hr. Mg Builds ids Bream 
j-> Ly iurfia. I j^^ypjVxA. l _ fXc^ AHoj' ’ ' ~ 



IX>fiSi tteLUea » 883 r^nea ^ silitray, leading to a precedent 
L" oexxeVe 08914 111 *** re<KSit Angeles "irport lawsuit. I decided to rotma 
*? w ff ulg » ?** moving a book about what had hap cued to us, whsa - ohc Ksnncdy was asoass- 
sxnateo., ana that, too, laade a saajor change in our lives, “ 

_ + Gf this r for ^ 1 * nrt **** in years, case bask* to ne after I net Anther^ i**™ 

\ 1 ^ racan ^okaelxsrs Association convention this pest ^uns and he gave ne a 
publisher * a promo of two chapters of hie l*ck. In them ho aludSs to this plied and to 
'f® OC °- " 3 1X3X0 aae ' “ rjat iaaccurataiy. I know about it from having taken in the nan who 
XOai t ; '’ ^p(msx^.e for the Scottsboro defense, bonis ^ciasa* a fowaer writer who was 

-ST? 1 ? * JSb ° r i " efsase oa behslf cf Political victims. Colnan’s pey 

was ao .00 a weak, so 1 invited hiss to live with ne, 

. - wrote ^i^ s s publisher aboit the factual error so it could be corrected wrots 

separately, vats told by hie editor that ay letter was being forwarded to Me, and 
A -“uve nearu no t hing free; his since, * 

it Siof “* “ ntaafc " lett,ir - **»“ **■"» -Wly to 

"tea the Kilitasy ruined our fasting end with it sy wife's health, wheat a eourtrooa 

ScSStTthf? ~ ater e r Xort of the Seo »teiy of Defease hinaalf could not end it, 1 had to 
2n.q.tE.dite ste xarsaag. x go* an agent in *ew Irak, had a handshake deal with a publisher 

£°1 a °°^ c he ^ fes thou^xt would nafce a sovie, and then JFK was aisas-inatsd 

ob^oS SSSSS2 S d a f^^~ aaal5rB ^ ^perionce in intelligence, sore t lags were * 
_»-,S . J. ^ “ 183 ^T. 1 s^3:l, ' sgent a lead and susuaiy and proaotly lost sry asent 

~i* a hysterical rencuxcxa. xt turned out to be valid* nothing othev than -veoThsnr- 

a» uort Wx I uould net 

s^^s^-r ^ 4 » * ***■ «*#•** « ^«5M, l, a^nsfsr 

dto^rS^lT^ ® ’“ a « “» ****** ® still droolias 

nr ry-v- ,! \ w-sliigc the salesmen haa advance o^ers* for 

aboat 25 f 0 G 0 oom.es, he broke the cant 4 . 

to reconstruct it. I'd writtenH S~ ^ ^ BanuscI± P fc * 1 ^ 

Q f ~ sue.! ‘Xiste wia«, _ axe not nave eor t plste carbons of 

tills Sa ? e yOU * Ia tiie courB ® of ««*iag as ay own agent after 

5 o- uSK Vife tlie iiatara ^ ****** *&* for chanter 

^t°Lifh — a - fc ^M»Aaa ! mi aiposa? ob m vuaaJasiGae. ^ 

S. - - ^rei. erred dsaling wxuh an agent, arranged for Ifax Wilkinson, of iitt^uer 

6 felsdnaon to represent m, and in a natter of weeks the deal was^^oSiJ S 

“! V ^ U1 2510 ^torgate Caper, A history- with, KFvanchist Subans 
goint^o Sttauer^ Uill^* ^J 30 ^ superficial inquiry atowsd tm^cS^idinf ? with ev 

il^pv.Z. "'• Ho ® ara then working for CIA, also becaao associated 

' leatl . aad T 85ffiB ^ 0-3- ted to have been intelligence. 
^T 0 t pa T° ld ’ 1 a Ptetocojy of >f. biogranhy from «ho*B 

Ho SBS a ? t < ’ Cli ,., if* r-'praaaito-sioa, ra in Uontnmiorsji.- Anthars. 

m r “ r*> “ “Owstxc lnsellismoo, until a» last half of 1970 . 

gn »4 ii ? ST 4 "° i ’^‘ t ■«»“• 1 *** I invontei to, -nna^ 

SSktS^.d 4 C “ eS * !ler “ f«»t «on in roaint. irt*, 

paai-Wx^kod te^aSTXi SSSfDSS,* "'“ MB of * tot «« ® 

nubjeot about , ls ich tte “ l«*( « « 

ful out™. I „ M oloao'an ^ W « s “ t «» ^ » rom- 


fui curse, 

t*f ne ‘' rc - JUj -' tee osen virtual hnnkruotcsr and no orosoect P * »r. t w u * , 

out of largo ntacs bv ishen- ,««,-• n Jl pro&pocv a.- au, x have been cheated 

S£££hu-2- 

to conplxcate it a bit nn^. 3 v^„.. *.•_. u. ^ seAX-satisfactloa, *nd 

xaGn-; 

assassination 
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on viiis}, about 535,000 in debt, have cn expectable incam of about 52,000 a year, earned 
by sy wife in purt&tiae essployaent (this is about 4/5tlis of abut it takes to service sy 
debt), and continu.: to do the coEuercialiy and politically unpo pu l ar work 1 began when 
J35L was killed, Most of the noar-Orsel l iria. work oix the subject has been done by lrrgsgo n s S . h I e 8, 
another handicap, However, I have preserved a reputation for integrity in it and 1 rave 
developed sources in what is regarded as "the other side’*, including a fair ssuobor of 
local said federal officials, fSraer FBI agents, prosecutors, experts, etc, ns a result 
X have what was withheld froa the «anm flow n l s ai o a, the mat significant of idiich is not 
verbal but official doeaa&Rts that were suppressed, Kothiag was obtained clandestinely, 

By files include, I would estimate, pcrlisjs 15,000 pages of FBI reports, There ere st 
least 2,000 of then I*ve not yet had tisac to read, (Until recently 1 worked a 20-hcsir 
day, but X now try to sleep about sin hours,) If a nan paraooslly and ©mtiomlly involved 
in his own work esn offer a dispassionate appraisal of it, I’d say you would be iiard-psit 
to find another of its no^Jitode, i.y office Isolds 10 file cabinets, all full, and there 
is eooxhous overflow in n y baseseot, ’Ibis does not count ay earlier work, anti-fascist 
investigation before and after Pearl Harbor, It contains official evidence that would not 
be credited in a novel. “t is, I ilank, tiie racst definitive study of the workings of 
federal spooks, including 'but. not lid tod to the; FBI. (l have carbons of CIA surveillance 
of sae, to cite another example.) 

What I trying to represent iu betweos 35,000 and 40,000 hours of work arid its 
yield, I third: your own experience pers&ts you to translate this into norsal deriving 
periods. l n these terns it equals about 3D years of work, 

aside fro;: the politi<ajlly^»Heleocse 3FS. assassination, in the course of this work 
I have developed what Eight easily mix; 20 socdally^asaful booh* several with aovie 
potential, As I esc find reali«<> I’ll never be able to write then, whether or not fror: ns 
they can be publishable, I have started to give boss:': away. I gave one to a black writer 
who prosptly lost his public-relations Job with Bastero airlines in Sew fork. If you think 
this is paranoid, 1*11 send you the tape of hie tolling rso what happened to bin. Another 
to the wife of a senior Bantsa editor. If you doubt this, call Walter danse at Bantaa 
ia hew Xork, 763"o5QQ. Still another can. nake an updated Citizen lime, about a ouch 
richer nan than ii-earst and free his fonasr cidef of security, a forcer FBI agent, like 
this, several of the non-fiction properties lend iherpelver, to fictional treataont. 

At least oils sight rattles a TV sc.ies, of the anti— co^Wndled like /techie Junker. This 
guy is real and a friend., the met honest crook I’ve ever .net, Host^ar© topical today. 

But I can t do anything with thcaa. I would like to be able to, in part, of course, 
to be able to survive and continue with the work ihat^I a^one as doing today, work I 
regard, rightly or wrongly, as iaportaat in any kind’ oi^iociety. ill of these properties 
not part of my work on the ascasunwfuions arid their consequences are, I believe, in thea* 
selvas, worbSfa~h.il, o endeavors that can either help nake a better society or help deter the 
increasing aathoxitariaaisB I foresaw years ago and have tried to coshat. 

In & sons©, I an in soasthlag like the position in which you were at the tissepf the 
opening of this letter, bat with considerably leas literary talent. The unique thing you 
•were dele to do is beyond my duplication. 

So, I write in the bop© tkat you my be able to and willing to help in. whatever ways 
you emu Hot for a touch or financial help of any kind but for assistance with what I 
think is worthwhile in today’s world and can sake its own way, 1 have enough to keep a 
cafes of yoking writers going for years. I’d like to be all© to keep going ryaeif. 

I can t ask you to invito an out iter© so I can discuss these things with you because 
I can’t think of paying for the trip md there is no longer interest on the caspuses in my 
work, hence no speaking engagasaeats. I have not begin to encapsulate the past that sight 
interest you for other than literary purposes, Bxaaales how I broke up the neo-fascist 
beaato invcoti^iion of tbs aovie industry in World War II, by a Senator who had boon a 
friend '^possible because of luipuid promotional work I’d earlier done to help the covia 
Confessions. of a kassi Spy;. Hor liave I eacmpassed the full sweep of sy recent work, of 
which one iimstration is sy confidential relationship with Jams a Bar, Hay, I have dosecs 
of hours of taped interviews with hiss, ambers of his f a.sa.ly and forncr asspdates, several, 
line tan, interviewed inaiue i^arcLauJa-socuiity Jails* A book— length habeas corpus petition 




With on 
I trusted 

to _ . . 

client or Ms first case sad I did. the entire job* The literary rights regain Baae, aside 
fros whet beeosaes public detain in court, i^y correapoauaiice with wanes day as book-length. 
(This* by tiis way* is work entailing sosae pexwsonal danger* icr a have icuiaiec Just about 
everything except who pulled the trigger and by whoa he was paid. Or dinarily I a^nore 
threats* and 1 have received som sophisticated one* like the playing of the soundtrack 
of Shane to ice by phone at 2: 30 a. a. an this case* ospacaalay because ox ny carcusisti.iices» 
I suspended imrestigaticsi at this point.) bust today a got & io freer from a framed 
because of his earlier association, with. Janos, a enclose a copy* sgpaiu to esta blis h ny 
>^irrs fioes in. what rsust sees egotistical or paranoid, and in coniiaesce* 1 kdnk what; 
happened to his could rte a Doofr, perhaps a no vie. 1 have it ala in his writing anu. on 
tare. I interviewed bin inside Leavenworth this past Bey. The Larry in his le tter is 
Larry Holey, of the Chicago Sadly Sews (312/321-2121). John is James 5 brother* also 
f raced* also in Leavenworth. 

Please do not sssurae that 1 open mils louder with rexsrenco to ny eii or ts to heap 
you nr>d your associates when you wars in distress because 1 consider that you owe se 
sens thing. That was not uy purpose and it is not ay fee lin g. ~x 1 can cake d i m to n£n.p 
habitual cxidnals when they become vietaas of offi c i a l corruption because of the 
principle involved, it should be obvious that in a case like yours, without eriiaasl 
taint and of political motive, neither tizea nor now did or do 1 believe that victims are 
in any way indebted to any who bright try to help* x would* in foot* argue that such 
help is selfish* the a ma justifies his life. 

lou are* today* a bit older than I. fou have your own life and its demands end 

saw you on 
know how the 

years wear one* having lived 60 of xazera pretty fully, if you can go no tiling* i can 
understand it, and you owe raw no axjdaaatiosis* either. 

1 close with a sugge stxon 1 hope you will not regard as a House’s srrpgsaee toward 
a giant. I «a one of yoiir early adnirers. I think the tine is propitious trying to 


do with The &E 2 SJ 


idle Andrew what you have dene xtzxi 


such success with w oamiy wot ias 
needed it and other great work 


Gun. Today* s teen-agers and young adults need it as x 
of that era (not all by must who have preserved their integrity, ay curt boa and swirling 
cape to you!) when X was in those years. 


Sincerely, 


ilarold Vaisberg 



